THE GREAT TUDORS
at Rome and of letters from Henry to the Pope; the price
paid for the influence of the English minister and the
English king in the Pope's favour in the complicated
diplomatic and military contests in progress in Italy.
The culmination of this series of promotions would natur-
ally have been the election of Wolsey himself to the papacy.
It was more than once considered. Three vacancies occurred
during his period of greatness- The first, when Julius II
died, in 1513, was before Wolsey had been made a cardinal
and therefore eligible. At the second, when Leo X died
in 1521, not only did Wolsey urge his own election, through
his correspondents at Rome, write long letters to the car-
dinals in his favour, signed by the King, secure the support
alternately of the French and Spanish Icings, but he is said
to have proposed a Spanish military expedition, of which he
would himself bear the expense, to force the cardinals in
conclave to elect him. He was unpopular at Rome; but
his name appeared on the ballots at the conclave once,
when he received seven votes out of thirty-nine. He
could force the hand of the Pope to grant him his desires; he
could not force the hand of the cardinals.
Adrian VI, who was then elected, lived only a year and
a half, and again in 1523 Wolsey secured promises, illusory
as it proved, that made him feel sure for a while of his
election. But he received no votes. The fact is, the papacy
had become an Italian principality; almost all of the car-
dinals were Italians, and it was hardly to be expected that
they would put its powers into the hands of a foreigner;
especially a native of a distant country, strong in the
government of that country in State and Church, and
already showing an inclination to make use of the papacy
for English purposes. So another Italian, a Medici, was
elected, who took the name of Clement VII.
Once more, in January 1529, when there was a rumour
of the death of Clement, Wolsey set in motion all the old
plans, stressing his claims as the only one of the cardinals
who could be trusted to rescue the Holy See from its
dangers, and offering to release many Church positions, if
he were elected, to the use of those who favoured him.
Both Wolsey and Henry had special need at this time for
the Cardinal's elevation, for the King's divorce was now
at its most critical stage, and Wolsey as Pope could give the
decision which the Spanish-controlled Clement was unable
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